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Lesson 1: Argumentation

An argument is:
A: Assertion
R: Reason
E: Evidence

Assertion = claim (F£3R)

This is your opinion! It is where you choose to agree or disagree.

e.g. L agree that hamburgers are better than hot dogs.

*Assertion isn’t an argument alone. It is just a claim that needs the other parts of
A.RE. to complete the Argument

Reasoning = explain why (Z2E8)

This is WHY you chose to agree or disagree. It is your "because”.

e.g. Because hamburgers are healthier than hot dogs.

*Reasoning provides explanation and detail.
Evidence = example (SE89)

This is the proof or support for your assertion and reasoning.

e.g. (1) For example, hamburgers use a lot of vegetables for toppings.

*Evidence can be an example.

e.g. (2) According to a study, a hot dog has 30% more fat than a
hamburger.

*Evidence can also be a statistic.




Strong Argument

Weak Strong
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Argumentation Practice |
Make an argument using A.R.E. You may agree or disagree.

Cats are better pets than dogs.

Because

[ (agree/disagree) that

Therefore,

Osaka is a more interesting place than Kyoto.

Because

| (agree/disagree) that

Therefore,

American food is better than Japanese food.

Because

[ (agree/disagree) that

Therefore,




Basic Debate Vocabulary

Complete definitions 1-12 with words and expressions from the box.

(a)Argument (b) Assertion (c) Assertion (d) Reasoning
(e) Evidence (f) Convince  (g) Advantages (h) Disadvantages (i) Rebuttal

(jJSummarize

1 | A statement or fact that explains why someone thinks, feels, or believes

2 | To contradict or oppose something using arguments or evidence.

3 | Adiscussion about a topic on which people have different views or opinions.

4 | To make someone believe something is true, right or best.

5 | A strong statement or opinion or belief.

6 | Restating the most important information/main points, briefly.

7 | A statement for or against something using reasons and facts.

8 | A good/positive point or merit.

9 | Abad/negative point or demerit.

10 | Proof or support that something is true.

Argumentation Practice II

Make an argument using A.R.E. You may agree or disagree.

Doraemon is better than Ampaman.

[ (agree/disagree) that

Because

Theretore,

Hokkaido is better than Okinawa.

[ (agree/disagree) that

Because

Therefore,




Lesson 2: Refutation

A refutation is the action of proving
something to be wrong or false using

Argument: School uniforms should be abolished because they don’t give
students the chance to express their individuality.

Four Steps

Restate Argument in 7 words or less
They said ...

e.g. They said that we should get rid of school uniforms to allow students
to show their individuality.

Start counterargument
but ...

e.g. That may be true, but individuality is not important in Japan.

Offer reason [& evidence] for your argument
because ...

e.g. ... because conformity and balance is part of a group are much more
valued. Too much individuality, in contrast, can cause problems.

m Summarize
Therefore ...

e.g. Therefore, school uniforms should be kept.
e.g. Therefore, their point does not stand.




Refutation Practice I

Work with your partner. Read the assertion. Use A.R.E. and 4 step refutation to attack the argument.
Take turns. Then switch roles. How many refutations can you make in 10 minutes? Write a check
mark next to topics that you have finished after correctly using the 4 steps.

*Partners should check use of the 4 steps and help using A.R.E. or the 4 steps. Be prepared to share.

Assertion

1 | Students should go to bed by 8pm.

2 | Students should wear uniforms.

3 | Students should begin learning English only in high school.

4 | Students should not use their phones during school.

5 | At Kyuyo, boys and girls should have separate classes.

6 | All students should attend cram school.

7 | Kyuyo should have a zero period.

8 | Students should be able to choose their homeroom teacher.

9 | Students should not date in high school.

10 | Kyuyo students should cut sports clubs.

taTa Yoo Yo YenTo. Yoo b Yot Jo Yo oty
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Refutation Practice II
Refute the following arguments. Use the 4 steps (see PAGE 4).

Kyuyo students should not have part time jobs.

(1)They said that

(2) but

(3) because

(4) Therefore,

It is better for Kyuyo students to travel domestically than internationally.

(1)They said that

(2) but

(3) because

(4) Therefore,




Lesson 3: Direct and Indirect Refutation

Direct Refutation

There are many ways of refuting an argument directly. Let us discuss 4

1. Refuting logic/ causality
- AREF—LAORAOPORBESESM L TROLDERS ¢

A» B+ C ’
S

? ?

(1) thoE. MERHSINB,
(2) BVBMERETE D0

- Argument: We should abolish school uniforms because it prevents students from
expressing their individuality. If we could we would gain freedom which is linked to
motivation & better health.
- Evidence: For example, when I was in E.S. I really enjoyed my school life, And that
was because [ could show my true self. That time I was really motivated & felt good,
Many ES. Kids feel this way.

BCER — HE— #VEFN—T a3, RK

- Refutation (1): It is unlikely that gained freedom in the form of an outfit change
leads to higher motivation. That would be great. But it is clear that motivation, for
example to etudy, comes from many other factors, the learning environment in class
or the help parents provide at home,

BERA —» HEH— EF—-Tal

BORE

- Refutation (2): It is unlikely that gained freedom in the form of an outfit change
leads to higher motivation & greater health. It will be rather bad for their health.
Too much freedom and individuality are aspects that are not highly valued in our
society. They contradict what our education tries to achieve, which is conformity &
balance. Individuals are therefore a target of pressure & as a result stress,

HECRR — BH— TFR—ar, BN

™ Fryrae—» 2AbLA



Lesson 3: Direct and Indirect Refutation
Indirect Refutation

Indirect refutation is a very powerful method where the two arguments or ideas
directly clash because they and their consequences are compared to show
that your argument is more significant..

*special tip: You can compare even if points are very different.

(1) Number of people affected: %% %35 A,
For example. if you were arguing that children should watch less television,
you might contend that

"T'V violence potentially affects millions of children."
(2) Significance of the harm: #® ) B0 ETM,
Show what happens to the number of people. Is the impact significant?
If you were arguing that children should watch less television so that they

would be exposed to less violence, you would need to explain WHY exposure
to TV violence is bad - for example,

"because It may encourage children to commit violent attacks"

(3) Probability & risk: 834 5 FHEME- U R 2,

Consider the probability of the consequence. If you can show that a particular
consequence is very likely to occur, you can boost the significance of your
argument. Or if you can show that the consequences the other team has
presented are unlikely, you will help your side.

“It is (not) very Likely that ..."

(4) Ethics and morality: fRERe 72 1R
In some debates, one team may argue that there is an ethical or moral E
imperative to vote for their side of the motion E

__________________________________________________________________________________

*LEET DT 2RI X 1T [ On the one hand,.... . Op the other hand..../ By contrast,.../
Contrarily,...] #{#EX %7,



Refutation Practice |

Work with your partner. Compare the pairs and show why it is more important than its counterpart.
Then show how the other impact is more important. Be prepared to share.

Format : is (better/worse) than
e.g. Earthquakes are worse than floods, because ...
e.g. Floods are worse than earthquakes, because ...

, because ....

Renewable energy vs. Fossil Fuels

Renewable energy is better than fossil fuels, because

Fossil fuels is better than renewable energy, because

Refutation Practice II

Work with your partner. Compare the pair and show why it is more
important than its counterpart. Then show how the other impact is
more important.

How many refutations can you make in 10 minutes? Write a check
mark next to topics that you have finished after correctly using a
refutation technique. Be prepared to share. Use format of Refutation
Practice 1.

# | Topics

1 |a bad haircut vs. a bad outfit

2 | sleeping in a class vs. failing a test

3 | typhoon vs. tsunami

4 | water pollution vs. air pollution

5 | losing taste vs. losing smell

10




Refutation Practice III

Refute the arguments following arguments. Use one of the discussed strategies. Note down which

strategy you have used. Be prepared to share,

A Living in the countryside is better than living in the city ...

because the air is fresh. In many Japanese villages, there is little traffic and low

R air pollution. As a result, people can live healthier lives.

For example, | live in Onna. There are only a few cars on the road. The air is
E always fresh. When I lived in Tokyo, 1 had asthma. Since moving to Okinawa,
this problem has been resolved.

Refutation:

(1)They said that

(2) but

(3) because

{4) Therefore,

Technique Used: Direct / Indirect

11




Refutation Practice IV

Refute the arguments following arguments. Use one of the
discussed strategies. Note down which strategy you have used. % %

Be prepared to share.

A Corporal punishment should be legalized ...

because it is an efficient tool to discipline difficult students. Those students
R often don’t follow instructions, and they disrupt classes. Teachers often have
no control over them.

For example, my school had a lot of undisciplined students. Teachers had a
very hard time controlling them, especially because they could not use corporal

E punishment. As a result, my class’ academic performance dropped. This is very
likely to happen in many schools around Japan.
Refutation:
(1)They said that
(2) but

(3) because

(4) Therefore,

Technique Used: Direct / Indirect

12



Level Up: Refutation

Number of people affected

How many people are affected? 1 person? Small group? Students? Citizens? All of society?

E.g. TV violence potentially affects millions of kids.

Significance of the harm

What happens to people from before? Is the impact (effects) significant or serious? How or why?

E.g. It may encourage children to imitate the violence they see.

Probability and Risk

Is there a high or low chance that the effects will happen? If the probability for the other team is
low, then it is easier to attack. If it is high, level up your argument.

E.g. It is (not) very likely that children would become aggressive from just watching TV.

Ethics and morality

Are there ethical or moral reasons to refute their argument?

E.g. If there is even a small chance that children could hurt other people then we shouldn’t
allow them to watch too much television.

Refutation Practice

Refute the following argument using the expressions above.

Students should not be allowed to play violent video games.

Number of people affected

Significance of the harm

Probability and Risk

Ethics and morality

13



Useful Refutation Expressions I ™

-~ -
ot SR

=3

Refutation: Useful Expression

1 Their point is irrelevant / not important.

1—1, — —
I - b 0 .-

o | Their point is (logically / morally) doubtful / makes little sense. = '«

3 Their point is not reliable / not always true / not a problem / not clear.

4 Their point is very improbable / unlikely.

5 Their point is easy to solve.

Refutation Expressions Practice

Refute the following argument using the expressions above.

Kyuyo should cancel all music and art clubs.

irrelevant / not important

(logically / morally) doubtful /
makes little sense

improbable / unlikely

easy to solve

14




Useful ARE Expressions I

ARE: Useful Expression

Assertion

| think / believe ...
| consider to be ...

—

I believe it is more important to study history and literature than
science and mathematics.

(

Reasoning

The reason why is ...
This is because ...

The reason why history and literature are more important is because they
make our lives more exciting.

Evidence

For example / instance ...
Specifically ...

For instance, history teaches us about our past, and through literature,
we can create new things every day.

Assertion

For this / these reasons ...
This / that is why ....

For this reason, | think it is more important to study history and literature
than science and mathematics.

ARE Expressions Practice |

Refute the following argument using ARE. Use the speaking expression above,

Kyuyo should abolish school uniforms.

Assertion

Reasoning

Evidence

Assertion

15




Useful ARE Expressions II

Addition Example Order and Sequence Clarification

e In addition e For example e First / first of all e [nother words
e Moreover e Forinstance e Next e Thatis
e Furthermore e Suchas e Then e Asmentioned
e Additionally e Like e Finally ® again
e Aswell e Previously
e Also ® Meanwhile
e More so

Contradiction Comparison Cause and Effect Conclusion
e However e Similarly e Therefore e In conclusion
e Onthe otherhand |e [ncomparison ® Asaresult e Insummary
e On the contrary e (Comparatively e (Consequently e In brief
e Nevertheless e Atthe same time e Thus e Overall
e Unlike e Likewise ® Therefore

e Like

ARE Expressions Practice II

Refute the following argument using ARE. Use the speaking expressions
above.

High school students should not be allowed to date.

16




